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LEGAL CORRESPONDENCE
5 ILCS 140/9 and 140/9.5 · litigation hold in three pending actions

8516 W. Winona St., Chicago, IL 60656

(773) 920-0030  |  defcon5ready@gmail.com

July 29, 2026

Ehab Allababidi — Pro Se — dated correspondence; preserved in the evidence register without alteration.

TO THE OFFICE THAT RECEIVED THE DRAFT RESPONSE · AND TO RISK MANAGEMENT
WRITTEN RESPONSE REQUESTED BY AUGUST 5,

2026

Request FOIA 8745 — Review by Counsel of Record, and Litigation
Hold
Melanie Nelson, Chief Deputy, Civil Trial Division  ·  MNelson@lakecountyil.gov
Dan E. Brown, Assistant State’s Attorney  ·  DBrown2@lakecountyil.gov
Patrice Sutton  ·  PSutton@lakecountyil.gov
Office of the State’s Attorney of Lake County  ·  18 N. County Street, Waukegan, Illinois 60085  ·  fax (847) 360-0993

Erika Osinski, Risk Manager for Lake County  ·  847-377-2751  ·  EOsinski@lakecountyil.gov  ·  risk@lakecountyil.gov
18 N. County Street, Seventh Floor, Waukegan, Illinois 60085

cc  sheriff@lakecountyil.gov · warrants@lakecountyil.gov · NShepherd@lakecountyil.gov · BDillon@lakecountyil.gov
    FDeRosa@lakecountyil.gov · MJunkin@lakecountyil.gov · MCervantes@lakecountyil.gov · courts@lakecountyil.gov

SUBJECT

Response to request FOIA 8745, routed to litigation counsel before release

Production of July 29, 2026, page 217 · 50 pages masked · pending: 1:26-cv-06738, 1:26-cv-01077, and Appeal No. 2-26-0352

Ms. Nelson, Mr. Brown, and Ms. Osinski:

On July 29, 2026 Lake County produced 805 pages of internal electronic mail concerning the undersigned. One page

of it is addressed to the Chief Deputy of the Civil Trial Division. This letter asks that office to state its position on

that page, and places a litigation hold.

I. THE DOCUMENT AT ISSUE

PRODUCTION PAGE 217

[  “FOIA Guidance” — Raul Casas, Records Supervisor, Lake County Sheriff’s Office, to Melanie

Nelson, Chief Deputy, Civil Trial Division, State’s Attorney’s Office, Wednesday, July 15, 2026 at

2:28 p.m. Attachments, as listed on the face of the page: “Ehab FOIA.pdf,” “FOIA 8745 Draft

Response.pdf,” “Warrant Details.pdf,” “Fw Warrant WT filed for 23CF00001146.pdf.”  ]

The Freedom of Information Act commits the response to a public body’s Freedom of Information officer and

requires that any denial be in writing, specifying the exemption claimed and the reasons for it. 5 ILCS 140/9(a). The

Civil Trial Division of the State’s Attorney’s Office represents Lake County and its officers in the matters in which

the undersigned is the adverse party. The production records the Sheriff’s draft response moving to that office before

release.

II. CHRONOLOGY DISCLOSED BY THE SAME PRODUCTION

Date and time Page of the
production

What it records

Jul 15, 2026 1:36 p.m. 225 Sergeant, Civil Process and Warrants, forwards the May 28 warrant notification to the
Records Supervisor.
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Date and time Page of the
production

What it records

Jul 15, 2026 2:17 p.m. 228–229 The Sheriff’s Warrant Details record is printed under login sd.rcasas. Status: Active.
Category: Felony. The charges are the two 2022 traffic offences, occurrence date
5/23/2022, with no bond amount.

Jul 15, 2026 2:28 p.m. 217 Records Supervisor forwards it to the Chief Deputy, Civil Trial Division, with “FOIA 8745
Draft Response.”

Jul 17, 2026 3:13–7:39 p.m. 593, 754,
789, 449

Four separate notices from the undersigned routed to the same Chief Deputy within hours.

Jun 26 – Jul 10, 2026 445–447,
547–552

County counsel corresponds with the Office of the Attorney General on “Allababidi, 26 C
1077 (N.D. Ill.),” including “Q re probation/parole officers.”

Jul 1, 2026 10:44 a.m. 447 Request that the Attorney General represent Judge Stride, circulated with Chief Judge
Daniel B. Shanes copied.

Fifty pages of the production carry visible solid-black masking. Twenty-nine of them are email or thread pages. The

withholding is on the face of the production. No written statement of the specific exemption claimed for each

accompanied it.

III. THE STANDARD SET BY THE VILLAGE OF LINCOLNSHIRE

On July 20, 2026 the Village Manager of Lincolnshire responded in one page, on Village letterhead, copying the

Mayor, the Board of Trustees, and Police Chief Leonas:

BRADLY J. BUI, VILLAGE MANAGER, VILLAGE OF LINCOLNSHIRE — JULY 20, 2026

[  “The Village of Lincolnshire acknowledges receipt of a litigation hold in force since June 6,

2026 and confirms all records related to this matter will be retained by the corporate authorities of

the Village of Lincolnshire as required by law. … The Village of Lincolnshire is prepared to comply

with any direction or request from the PAC to comply with your requested review.”  ]

Lincolnshire is the agency the Lake County Sheriff’s own Warrant Details record names as the issuing agency for warrant
314270. It acknowledged a hold running from June 6, 2026, confirmed retention, and volunteered compliance with the
Public Access Counselor. No comparable writing has issued from any Lake County office. The hold set out below asks
for the same three things.

IV. LITIGATION HOLD

The following are relevant to Allababidi v. Shepherd, No. 1:26-cv-06738 (N.D. Ill.), to Allababidi v. Junkin, No.

1:26-cv-01077 (N.D. Ill.), and to Appeal No. 2-26-0352, each pending. Suspend any ordinary-course deletion, purge,

overwrite, rotation, or retention schedule that would affect them:

1 All electronic mail, attachments, and calendar entries of the Civil Trial Division, the Office of the Sheriff, Adult
Probation, Courtroom T611 staff, and Risk Management concerning the undersigned or No. 23 CF 1146.

2 The complete file for request FOIA 8745, including every draft, review comment, redaction log, and transmittal record,
and the identity of each person who reviewed or approved the response.

3 The unredacted originals of every page masked in the July 29, 2026 production, together with the exemption asserted for
each and the person who asserted it.

4 All communications with the Office of the Attorney General, the Administrative Office of the Illinois Courts, and the
Office of the Chief Judge concerning representation of Judge Christopher R. Stride, Matthew Junkin, or Margaret Fontana.
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5 All records of the transmission, docketing, or classification of any instrument filed by the undersigned in No. 23 CF 1146,
including the audit history of every docket entry.

V. REQUESTS

1 State whether any attorney of the Civil Trial Division reviewed, revised, or approved the response to FOIA 8745 before its
release, and identify each such attorney.

2 Identify the Freedom of Information officer who issued that response and confirm that the written denial required by
section 9(a) was issued for each withheld or masked page.

3 Confirm the litigation hold in writing, and identify the custodian for each category above.
4 State the County’s position on the Warrant Details record at production pages 228 through 229. A warrant issued on a

2026 petition to revoke probation is carried in the Sheriff’s system as an active felony on the two 2022 traffic offences
disposed of by the plea of September 8, 2025, with no bond amount and with a municipal police department named as
issuing agency. Correcting a data field requires no court’s permission. Confirm whether it will be corrected, and by when.

WRITTEN RESPONSE REQUESTED BY AUGUST 5, 2026

This letter is notice for purposes of each pending action identified above. Reply by electronic mail to the address on
this letterhead. No response by postal mail is requested or will be treated as timely.

Respectfully and without waiver of any right or remedy,

/s/ Ehab Allababidi
EHAB ALLABABIDI  |  Pro Se
8516 W. Winona St., Chicago, IL 60656
(773) 920-0030 | defcon5ready@gmail.com
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E N C L O S U R E  R E G I S T E R

EXHIBIT INDEX
The following authenticated records are transmitted with and incorporated into this letter.

EX. RECORD BATES / SOURCE

A “FOIA Guidance” — the draft response, routed to the Civil Trial Division
Records Supervisor, Sheriff’s Office, to Chief Deputy, Civil Trial Division, July 15, 2026,
2:28 p.m.

PROD-000217

B Representation coordination with the Attorney General and the AOIC
June 26 and July 1, 2026. The July 1 request is circulated with the Chief Judge copied.

PROD-000446 –
PROD-000447

C A masked email page as produced
One of fifty pages carrying visible solid-black masking.

PROD-000386

D Village of Lincolnshire — acknowledgment of litigation hold and PAC compliance
July 20, 2026. The comparator: a written hold, a retention confirmation, and an offer of PAC
compliance, in one page.

LINC-000001

E Warrant Details — the Sheriff’s database record, printed July 15, 2026 at 14:17
Status: Active. Category: Felony. Issuing agency: Lincolnshire Police Department.

PROD-000228 –
PROD-000229



A “FOIA Guidance” — the draft response, routed to the Civil Trial Division

People v. Allababidi — Lake County No. 23 CF 1146   |   PROD-000217   |   Appeal No. 2-26-0352 (Ill. App. 2d) · Allababidi v. Junkin, No. 1:26-cv-01077 (N.D. Ill.)
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A

“FOIA Guidance” — the draft response, routed to the Civil
Trial Division

PROD-000217

Records Supervisor, Sheriff’s Office, to Chief Deputy, Civil Trial Division, July 15, 2026, 2:28 p.m.

The pages that follow are a true copy of the referenced record, produced without alteration.





B Representation coordination with the Attorney General and the AOIC

People v. Allababidi — Lake County No. 23 CF 1146   |   PROD-000446 – PROD-000447   |   Appeal No. 2-26-0352 (Ill. App. 2d) · Allababidi v. Junkin, No. 1:26-cv-01077 (N.D. Ill.)
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B

Representation coordination with the Attorney General and
the AOIC

PROD-000446 – PROD-000447

June 26 and July 1, 2026. The July 1 request is circulated with the Chief Judge copied.

The pages that follow are a true copy of the referenced record, produced without alteration.







C A masked email page as produced

People v. Allababidi — Lake County No. 23 CF 1146   |   PROD-000386   |   Appeal No. 2-26-0352 (Ill. App. 2d) · Allababidi v. Junkin, No. 1:26-cv-01077 (N.D. Ill.)
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C

A masked email page as produced

PROD-000386

One of fifty pages carrying visible solid-black masking.

The pages that follow are a true copy of the referenced record, produced without alteration.





D Village of Lincolnshire — acknowledgment of litigation hold and PAC complia…

People v. Allababidi — Lake County No. 23 CF 1146   |   LINC-000001   |   Appeal No. 2-26-0352 (Ill. App. 2d) · Allababidi v. Junkin, No. 1:26-cv-01077 (N.D. Ill.)
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D

Village of Lincolnshire — acknowledgment of litigation hold
and PAC compliance

LINC-000001

July 20, 2026. The comparator: a written hold, a retention confirmation, and an offer of PAC
compliance, in one page.

The pages that follow are a true copy of the referenced record, produced without alteration.



July 20, 2026

VILLAGE OF

LINCOLNSHIRE

Mr. Ehab Allababidi, Pro Se
8516 W. Winona Street
Chicago, IL 60656

SUBJECT: Acknowledgement of Litigation Hold and FOIA Status Update

Dear Mr. Allababidi,

The Village of Lincolnshire is in receipt of your various electronic communications dated July 17,
2026. The Village of Lincolnshire acknowledges receipt of a litigation hold in force since June 6,
2026 and confirms all records related to this matter will be retained by the corporate authorities of
the Village of Lincolnshire as required by law.

In response to your communication regarding records requests under the Freedom of Information
Act submitted to the Village of Lincolnshire, the Village is aware you have filed a request for review
to the Public Access Counselor (PAC) in the Office of the Illinois Attorney General. The Village of
Lincolnshire is prepared to comply with any direction or request from the PAC to comply with your
requested review.

cc: Lincolnshire Mayor and Board of Trustees
Police Chief Leonas

Sincerely,

Bradly J. Bui
Village Manager

1 Olde Half Day Road, Lincolnshire, IL 60069 I www.lincolnshireil.gov I P: 847-883-8600 I F: 847-883-8608



E Warrant Details — the Sheriff’s database record, printed July 15, 2026 at 1…

People v. Allababidi — Lake County No. 23 CF 1146   |   PROD-000228 – PROD-000229   |   Appeal No. 2-26-0352 (Ill. App. 2d) · Allababidi v. Junkin, No. 1:26-cv-01077 (N.D. Ill.)
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E

Warrant Details — the Sheriff’s database record, printed July
15, 2026 at 14:17

PROD-000228 – PROD-000229

Status: Active. Category: Felony. Issuing agency: Lincolnshire Police Department.

The pages that follow are a true copy of the referenced record, produced without alteration.






