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Request for Review — Request FOIA 8745
Public Access Counselor
Office of the Attorney General  ·  500 South Second Street, Springfield, Illinois 62701
public.access@ilag.gov

Public body: Lake County Sheriff’s Office · sheriff@lakecountyil.gov · fax (847) 984-5974

REQUEST

FOIA 8745 — Lake County Sheriff's Office

Two grounds: the response was routed to counsel adverse to the requester before release; and fifty pages carry masking without the
written statement section 9(a) requires

Public Access Counselor:

This is a Request for Review under section 9.5(a) of the Freedom of Information Act, 5 ILCS 140/9.5(a), of the

response of the Lake County Sheriff’s Office to request FOIA 8745. The requester is the undersigned. A copy of the

request and of the Office’s response accompany this letter.

I. FIRST GROUND: REVIEW OF THE RESPONSE BY ADVERSE COUNSEL

The Sheriff’s Office produced, in a separate production released July 29, 2026, the following page of its own

electronic mail:

PRODUCTION PAGE 217

[  “FOIA Guidance” — Raul Casas, Records Supervisor, Lake County Sheriff’s Office, to Melanie

Nelson, Chief Deputy, Civil Trial Division, State’s Attorney’s Office, Wednesday, July 15, 2026 at

2:28 p.m. Attachments, as listed on the face of the page: “Ehab FOIA.pdf,” “FOIA 8745 Draft

Response.pdf,” “Warrant Details.pdf,” “Fw Warrant WT filed for 23CF00001146.pdf.”  ]

Melanie Nelson is Chief Deputy of the Civil Trial Division of the Lake County State’s Attorney’s Office. That division
represents Lake County and its officers in litigation in which the undersigned is the adverse party, including Allababidi v.

Shepherd, No. 1:26-cv-06738 (N.D. Ill.) and Allababidi v. Junkin, No. 1:26-cv-01077 (N.D. Ill.).

Section 9(a) commits the denial to the public body’s Freedom of Information officer and requires a written response
specifying the exemption claimed and the reasons for it. 5 ILCS 140/9(a). The page above records the draft response
being transmitted for review to counsel adverse to the requester before it issued. The undersigned asks the Public Access
Counselor to determine whether the response was issued in accordance with section 9(a), and to require the Office to
identify each person who reviewed, revised, or approved it.

II. SECOND GROUND: REDACTION WITHOUT THE STATEMENT SECTION 9(A) REQUIRES

The same production carries visible solid-black masking on fifty pages, of which twenty-nine are email or thread

pages. No written statement identifying the specific exemption claimed for each masked passage, and the reasons for

it, accompanied the production. Section 9(a) requires that statement. Section 9(b) requires that a denial of a request

for records be made in writing and inform the requester of the right to review by the Public Access Counselor.
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The masked pages are identified by number in a certified record on file with the Appellate Court of Illinois, Second
District, in No. 2-26-0352. They are: 21, 22, 25, 36, 37, 38, 59, 60, 61, 99, 100, 103, 104, 105, 107, 109, 115, 116, 117,
119, 121, 126, 186, 217, 241, 381 through 398, 449, 461, 462, 465, 506, 640, and 653.

III. THE POSITION OF THE VILLAGE OF LINCOLNSHIRE

On July 20, 2026 the Village Manager of Lincolnshire wrote to the undersigned, on Village letterhead, copying the

Mayor, the Board of Trustees, and the Chief of Police:

BRADLY J. BUI, VILLAGE MANAGER, VILLAGE OF LINCOLNSHIRE — JULY 20, 2026

[  “The Village of Lincolnshire acknowledges receipt of a litigation hold in force since June 6,

2026 and confirms all records related to this matter will be retained by the corporate authorities of

the Village of Lincolnshire as required by law. … The Village of Lincolnshire is prepared to comply

with any direction or request from the PAC to comply with your requested review.”  ]

Lincolnshire is the agency the Lake County Sheriff’s own warrant database identifies as the issuing agency for the
warrant to which request FOIA 8745 relates. It has acknowledged a litigation hold, confirmed retention, and stated that it
is prepared to comply with any direction of the Public Access Counselor. The Lake County Sheriff’s Office has issued no
comparable writing, and the response it did issue was routed to counsel adverse to the requester before release.

IV. RELIEF REQUESTED

1 That the Public Access Counselor review the Office’s response to request FOIA 8745.
2 That the Office be required to produce, or to justify in writing under section 9(a), each masked passage in the pages

identified above.
3 That the Office be required to identify each person who reviewed, revised, or approved the response before its release, and

to state the role of the Civil Trial Division of the State’s Attorney’s Office in it.
4 That the Office be required to preserve the complete file for request FOIA 8745, including drafts, review comments,

redaction logs, and transmittal records.

V. STATEMENT REQUIRED BY SECTION 9.5(A)

1 The public body is the Lake County Sheriff’s Office, 25 S. Martin Luther King Jr. Ave., Waukegan, Illinois 60085.
2 The request at issue is FOIA 8745, identified by that number on the face of the Office’s own internal correspondence at

production page 217.
3 The date of the request and the date of the Office’s final response are stated on the copies accompanying this letter. This

Request for Review is submitted within sixty days of that response.
4 This Request for Review is in writing and is signed below. 5 ILCS 140/9.5(a).

Respectfully and without waiver of any right or remedy,

/s/ Ehab Allababidi
EHAB ALLABABIDI  |  Pro Se
8516 W. Winona St., Chicago, IL 60656
(773) 920-0030 | defcon5ready@gmail.com
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E N C L O S U R E  R E G I S T E R

EXHIBIT INDEX
The following authenticated records are transmitted with and incorporated into this letter.

EX. RECORD BATES / SOURCE

A “FOIA Guidance” — the draft response routed to litigation counsel
July 15, 2026, 2:28 p.m.

PROD-000217

B A masked page as produced
One of fifty pages carrying visible solid-black masking.

PROD-000386

C Village of Lincolnshire — offer to comply with any PAC direction
July 20, 2026. The agency the Sheriff’s database names as issuing the warrant.

LINC-000001



A “FOIA Guidance” — the draft response routed to litigation counsel

People v. Allababidi — Lake County No. 23 CF 1146   |   PROD-000217   |   Appeal No. 2-26-0352 (Ill. App. 2d) · Allababidi v. Junkin, No. 1:26-cv-01077 (N.D. Ill.)

EA

A

“FOIA Guidance” — the draft response routed to litigation
counsel

PROD-000217

July 15, 2026, 2:28 p.m.

The pages that follow are a true copy of the referenced record, produced without alteration.





B A masked page as produced

People v. Allababidi — Lake County No. 23 CF 1146   |   PROD-000386   |   Appeal No. 2-26-0352 (Ill. App. 2d) · Allababidi v. Junkin, No. 1:26-cv-01077 (N.D. Ill.)
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B

A masked page as produced

PROD-000386

One of fifty pages carrying visible solid-black masking.

The pages that follow are a true copy of the referenced record, produced without alteration.





C Village of Lincolnshire — offer to comply with any PAC direction

People v. Allababidi — Lake County No. 23 CF 1146   |   LINC-000001   |   Appeal No. 2-26-0352 (Ill. App. 2d) · Allababidi v. Junkin, No. 1:26-cv-01077 (N.D. Ill.)
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C

Village of Lincolnshire — offer to comply with any PAC
direction

LINC-000001

July 20, 2026. The agency the Sheriff’s database names as issuing the warrant.

The pages that follow are a true copy of the referenced record, produced without alteration.



July 20, 2026

VILLAGE OF

LINCOLNSHIRE

Mr. Ehab Allababidi, Pro Se
8516 W. Winona Street
Chicago, IL 60656

SUBJECT: Acknowledgement of Litigation Hold and FOIA Status Update

Dear Mr. Allababidi,

The Village of Lincolnshire is in receipt of your various electronic communications dated July 17,
2026. The Village of Lincolnshire acknowledges receipt of a litigation hold in force since June 6,
2026 and confirms all records related to this matter will be retained by the corporate authorities of
the Village of Lincolnshire as required by law.

In response to your communication regarding records requests under the Freedom of Information
Act submitted to the Village of Lincolnshire, the Village is aware you have filed a request for review
to the Public Access Counselor (PAC) in the Office of the Illinois Attorney General. The Village of
Lincolnshire is prepared to comply with any direction or request from the PAC to comply with your
requested review.

cc: Lincolnshire Mayor and Board of Trustees
Police Chief Leonas

Sincerely,

Bradly J. Bui
Village Manager

1 Olde Half Day Road, Lincolnshire, IL 60069 I www.lincolnshireil.gov I P: 847-883-8600 I F: 847-883-8608


